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"Start-up creation, technical skills development and socio-economic promotion of vulnerable youth and women in
Palestine" - AID 11867

Start Your Business is a three-year project funded by the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS) and Fondation Assistance

Internationale (FAI). The project's lead applicant is VIS (Volontariato Internazionale per lo Sviluppo), an Italian NGO based at Bethlehem University
working in the local economic development field. The implementation of the project has been ensured by a strong partnership of Italian and
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START YOUR BUSINESS!

Palestinian actors, including:
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3 YEARS PROJECT

OVERALL OBJECTIVE OF THE PROJECT

Contribute to lasting, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full employment and decent work for everyone in
Palestine, focusing on the socio-economic development of disadvantaged youth and vulnerable women.
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SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT

Develop a positive environment for the creation of new Startups and the improvement of commercial and social businesses through:
Q A) THE STRENGTHENING OF BUSINESS INCUBATION AND ACCELERATION PROCESSES;

B) THE STRENGTHENING OF BUSINESS INCUBATION AND ACCELERATION PROCESSES;

C) AWARENESS RAISING AND ADVOCACY ACTIONS TOWARDS THE COMMUNITY AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

EXPECTED RESULTS AND ACTIVITIES OF START YOUR BUSINESS:
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Improve the development of new Startups,
traditional and social businesses and increase the
knowledge about social enterprises through offering
specific training, incubation and acceleration
services.

Increase the employability of Palestinian unskilled youth
and women through the enhancement of technical and
professional training thanks to the introduction of "Start
your Business training" and the offer of training sessions
qualifying in the key sector of the local market.
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Orienting and reinforcing the decision-making
processes and the production and diffusion of
knowledge between institutional stakeholders and
civil society about topics concerning
entrepreneurship, social business, and employability
of vulnerable women and youth
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Strengthening of business incubation and acceleration processes:

80%
WOMEN

RENOVATION OF BETHLEHEM BUSINESS STARTUPS INCUBATED ENTREPRENEURS SOCIAL BUSINESSES
INCUBATOR & YUNUS SOCIAL BUSINESS INVOLVED CREATED
CENTRE AT BETHLEHEM UNIVERSITY

Training of competent and specialized personnel, including young people and vulnerable women:

15 Vocational Institutions and 300+ students involved in the Start Your Business
Trainings to develop entrepreneurial skills.

The didactic offer of the Salesian Vocational Training Centre has improved thanks to a market study, capacity-
building activities and the launch of 7 long-term and two short-term courses.
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Students enrolled in the Salesian Vocational Training Center between
2019 and 2022.

Awareness raising and advocacy actions towards the community and local authorities:

9 communities were reached by the awareness-raising activities
Bethlehem, East Jerusalem, Hebron, Gaza, Ramallah, Jericho,
40.000+ people Jenin, Tulkarm, Nablus

Were reached by advocacy campaigns conducted 999
by ACtiOn Ald Pa|estine on yOUth and women | ............................................................................. 9
entrepreneurship and social business. w

300+ people
Were involved in a mapping of women's
enterprises and Other aCtiVitieS focusing on fececeececececececcecacecececoccscscacecececcccscscrcrcececcscscscscececes )

women's entrepreneurship.

Creation of a joint research agenda between the A network of "angel investors" and Palestinian
University of Florence (Department of Economics and international stakeholders was created to
and Business Sciences - DISEI) and the University support the Bethlehem Business Incubator and
of Bethlehem focusing on social business. the Yunus Social Business Centre
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